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Andrea Yu checks out the City Gallery, Hong

Kong’s newest exhibition space for urban planning

and infrastructure

Most Hongkongers see our city as an insanely dense

urban landscape. But our town planners see it a little

differently. They view it as a minefield – a relatively small

area needing to contain a huge mass of people. When

put that way, this city-centric subject sounds boring, of

course. It’s town planning. But now it’s having a little life

breathed into it. A dedicated space has just opened up

for Hongkongers to understand the ins and outs of

developing and maintaining our urban metropolis. It’s

been put together in a fun way and – best of all, as

always – it’s free. The City Gallery opened to the public

on August 1 and it features 3,000sq m of interactive, kid-

friendly exhibition space over four floors. Time to open

your mind up to the city around you. Here are six things

you can learn and experience…

Half of us live in ‘new towns’

Anything and everything you’ve ever wanted to know

about Hong Kong’s development over the ages, as well

as its plans for the future, can be found here at the Main

Show – a 17-minute educational film covering the

city’s past, present and future when it comes to town

planning and infrastructure. It’s here that you learn that

districts like Sha Tin, Tsuen Wan and Kwun Tong were

actually carefully-planned neighbourhoods built to

accommodate a huge population boom in the 50s and
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60s. Still-animated photos bring old black-and-whites of

Hong Kong alive while fancy computer renditions show

future developments like Kai Tak and the high speed rail

link.

How does your city size up?

When you arrive at the City Gallery, you can register

your home and email addresses for a free and

customised QR code card that’s similar to an MTR

single-ride ticket. Many of the space’s interactive

screens allow you to scan your code card and they

automatically display information for your home district

or city, with details like the amount of green space or

underground infrastructure networks in your area. You

can also see how Hong Kong compares to places like

Paris, Tokyo or Mexico City when it comes to stats like

population density. For town planning geeks out there,

you might want to ‘bookmark’ info pages (there’s pages

and pages of information available at the City Gallery)

which can be emailed to your inbox so you can pore

over the stats at your leisure.

Bamboo is a grass

Surprising how many people forget this. But you won’t

any more when you check out the Sustainable Hong

Kong exhibition. Bamboo lines the walls and floors,

along with recycled cardboard panels. You can instantly

smell the fresh, woodsy scent in this space as you learn

about Hong Kong’s green spaces and development.

There’s also a game- show-style ‘quiz room’ where you

can pretend to be a contestant and test your

sustainability knowledge through questions about water

pollution and harmful emissions.

Sounds of the city in a box

There are hidden ‘soundboxes’ recessed into the walls

of the City Gallery. When you open up these small

doors, you see a photo and hear a corresponding sound

– like a picture of a cha chaan teng with the clinking of

plates and cutlery, or a tram and it’s iconic ‘ding

ding’. While they’re more tourist-centric, they’re still fun

for Hongkongers who want to be reminded just how

colourfully noisy our city can be.

What lies beneath…

The Planning Department has their hands busy enough

with all the action above ground – but what happens

underneath our city is a whole other, largely untold

story. There are miles of underground pipelines,

sewerage systems and fibre-optic cable networks. You

can learn about these in the Underground

Infrastructure exhibit that makes you feel like you’re

exploring a tunnel through a multiple choice, push-

button platform and light-up maps.

Hong Kong has a heart for heritage

Our city is starting to develop greater respect for

historical sites, so it’s great to see them recognised by

the town planners. They have to take these heritage

buildings into consideration when creating new

developments. And, in extreme cases, they co-ordinate

projects like Blake Pier, which was disassembled from its

original location in Central then reassembled in Stanley

in 2006. You can learn more about this process with a

nifty little model of the pier in the Preserving our

Heritage  exhibit.

City Gallery 3 Edinburgh Pl, Central, 3102 1242. 9am-

6pm, closed Tue, free admission,

infrastructuregallery.gov.hk.
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